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I started the year in the middle of my stint with Good Wagon Books.
Donny and I had worked on it the last quarter of 2009 and were trying
to ramp up by hiring people to go door-to-door. It was a real struggle
and by the end of our trial partnership, it was clear that we hadn’t
grown the business to the point that it made sense for me to stay on. I
also had an offer for a job from Peter and David that sounded great and
I was ready to move on and work for them on their private equity
venture. Unfortunately, they were all smoke and mirrors and after
several weeks of them not returning my calls, I realized there was not
an opportunity for me there. This was extremely discouraging. There I
was, with nothing. My investment company came to nothing, my game
company came to nothing, Good Wagon came to nothing, and then
this.

I had to find a job quickly, so I turned to Craig’s List and found
American Journal Experts. For the next six months, I edited scientific
papers written by foreigners. It sucked. The hours were flexible, but it
drained me. I hated working for someone else and trading my time for
money with no investment in myself.

Up to this point, I had been working on selling my rental house in
Pennsylvania. It had helped me stay afloat with around $600/mo in
cashflow, but finally the sale came to a close. I made about $30k off
the whole thing, and could finally start trading again. I had been
practice trading for a while and saw an opportunity to take my $30k
and make it as a day trader. $30k isn’t alot to start with, and I didn’t
get off to a very good start with my trading.

Around that time, another opportunity came into my life. Donny
had gotten a job offer from his brother in Dallas to be the VP of sales at
their milling company. He didn’t know what to do about Good Wagon,
which he had grown somewhat to the point that he was making around
$6k per month in sales. He made me an offer. 50% of the company
and a $3k per month salary to take over and run the business going
forward. I took the deal and we went to work on it. By the end of the



year, we had our best month on record with around $10k in sales in
December.

While all of this was happening, I began working on a project that had

been in my mind for over a year. I was calling it Underground Brokers,

but eventually settled on Silk Road. The idea was to create a website

where people could buy anything anonymously, with no trail

whatsoever that could lead back to them. I had been studying the

technology for a while, but needed a business model and strategy. I

finally decided that I would produce mushrooms so that I could list

them on the site for cheap to get people interested. I worked my ass

off setting up a lab in a cabin out near Bastrop off the grid. In hindsight,

this was a terrible idea and I would never repeat it, but I did it and

produced several kilos of high quality shrooms. On the website side, I

was struggling to figure out on my own how to set it up. Driving out to

Bastrop, working on Good Wagon, and trying to keep up my

relationship with Julia was taking all of my time. By the end of the year,

I still didn’t have a site up, let alone a server.

I went through a lot over the year in my personal relationships as

well. I had mostly shut myself off from people because I felt ashamed

of where my life was. I had left my promising career as a scientist to be

an investment adviser and entrepreneur and came up empty handed.

More and more my emotions and thoughts were ruling my life and my

word was losing power. At some point I finally broke down and realized

my love for people again, and started reaching out. Throughout the

year I slowly re-cultivated my relationship with my word and started

honoring it again.

My relationship with Julia was pretty rocky throughout the year.

We even broke up for about a month and half toward the end. I



couldn’t even tell you now why it was a struggle, or why we broke up.

On my side, I wasn’t communicating well at all. I would let little things

build up until I got mad. We eventually got back together and even

moved in together, and it has been amazingly good since.

In 2011, I am creating a year of prosperity and power beyond

what I have ever experienced before. Silk Road is going to become a

phenomenon and at least one person will tell me about it, unknowing

that I was its creator. Good Wagon Books will find its place and get to

the point that it basically runs itself. Julia and I will be happy and living

together. I have many friends I can count on who are powerful and

connected.
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